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abort from ordinary bumps and bruises, but some doubtless abort during the course of certain infectious diseases.
From available information and observation it is evident that when several sows in a herd lose their pigs before term, it is due to a specific infection. Recent investigations of such outbreaks show that there is contagious abortion in swine. This disease appears to be increasing, especially in the thickly populated swine sections of the United States. A single abortion may not point to the presence of this disease, but whenever several sows lose their pigs, the owner should take steps to find out whether his herd is infected.
Cause
Contagious abortion in hogs is caused by the same germ that produces the disease in cattle. Swine doubtless acquire their infection from contact with an infected herd of cows. The abortion germ enters the body from eating or drinking infected material and eventually finds its way into the womb or uterus. Here the germ multiplies and causes the membranes about the unborn pigs to become diseased. This frequently results in the premature expulsion of the little pigs. The germ of abortion disease has been found in the bodies of the aborted pigs, in the placenta or afterbirth, and in the milk from the udder of the infected sow. Reports show that the germ may sometimes be present in the testicles of an infected boar. True abortion disease is never caused by irregularities in feeding or a lack of minerals. Mineral feeding has become such an obsession to many growers of hogs that it is common to blame this disease to a lack of minerals in the diet.
Symptoms
There are no definite symptoms. The sow may appear perfectly healthy and the owner has no way of determining which animal in the herd is going to abort until the event actually takes place. Sows may abort at any time during the period of pregnancy. If the abortion occurs early, there